ently employed as an NDT 
aspector with Nacher Corp. 
The couple wii marry at the 
rerenity Hows:-24 a sunset 
each ceremony at 6:30 p.m. 
n June 17, 2007, in Fort 


forgan. 


i, engagements 
3 published on Sundays. 
Tuesday to appear in the 
within 21 days after the 


ed at jeast six weeks before 
id by The Mississippi Press 
r, or via e-mail. 

atures @themississippi- 


+1475 for more details. 


Submitted Photos - 


i 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 


The prospective bride- 
groom is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John (Sherley) Fergu- 
son Sr. of Taylorsville. His 
grandparents are the late 
Lonzo Ferguson and Erma 


Ray Family 


Bennett, all or Louisviue, ty. 

The couple will exchange 
vows 5 p.m. May 26, 2007, at 
Dantzler Memoria! Tirst 
United Methodist Church in 
Moss Point. 


a A Cy 


A This iSceneaiion family portrait includes, trom left, 

_ Amanda Aycock Verlinde, Joyce Nottle Ray holding 

_ Brooke Verlinde, and, standing, are Dodie Griffin Aycock 
and Gloria Ray Blakeney. 


Special to The Mississippi Press | 
Joyce “Mamaw” Nottle was 
born at Moorswater, Corn- 


i wall, England. She was raised 


in Liskeard, Cornwall, Eng- 


land. She married Merrill | 
_ Ray, an American G.I., dur- 


ing World War II. Her first 


- child, Gloria, was born at Tre- 


barras Nursing Home in 


- Liskeard, Cornwall, England. 

. They came to Mississippi - 
on the USS Uruguay, a con- 

* verted troop ship provided by Springs 

the United States to bring. 


war brides and babies to join 


. their husbands and fathers 
. who had been transferred 
_ home after the war ended. | 


Gloria married Terry Grif- 


Submitted Photo ‘ 


. Five generation family 


| began in Cornwall, England © 
fin and their first child, Dodie, ~ 


was born at Baptist Hospital, 
in Jackson. 

Gloria later remarried Ron-.,. 
nie Blakeney of Gautier. : 
Dodie married Stan Aycock, — 
and their first child, Aman- ., 


da, was born at Singing River. 


Hospital i in Pascagoula. 


Amanda married James.. 


Verlinde and their first child, - 
Brooke, was born at Ocean -: 
Springs Hospital in Ocean 


Brooke are one of three chil-.»; 
dren, which are two girls and::. 


one boy. “ 


ath 


Fal By five are the first daugh- - 
ter of the first daughter in © 
their families. All except ; 
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Old houses 
carry 
old tales 


Old homesteads dot the land- 
scape along many rural roads. 
While driving off the beaten path 
it’s easy to spot abandoned 
shacks and shotgun shanties 
where large families were once 
reared and nurtured. Be 

Such places sit silently now. 
The only signs of life are over- 
grown Boe 
bushes and 
aged fruit 
trees. I’m 
always 
tempted to 
let my 
mind drift ff 
asImotor — 
past these 
— to let 
myself 
wonder 
about who 
lived there ————-—--—_—_——- 
and how they lived. To ponder 
what a typical day was like for 
the people who made their home 
there. 

I believe no old homestead is 
without a tale to tell. 

And such is the case with an 
old rough, heart pine lumber 
house on Agricola/Latonia Road 
in southeast George County. Its 
standing days are limited and no | 
one calls it home anymore. No ; 
one except Ellis Ray Lee, thatis. ; 

Ellis Ray is 80 and lives with ~_ 
his long-time wife Gracie, 74,ina ~ 
trailer about a quarter mile 
behind this old place. The simple 
old house was home for him and - 
six siblings. He was the oldest 
boy of the bunch and when he 
was 7 years old he lost his thumb . 
and two fingers to a dynamite 

cap. Now he often kids about it 
saying “my memory ain’t no 
longer than my thumb. 


Nancy Jo 
Maples 


¢ 


But his memory is indeed good : > 
and he clearly remember the +! 
night Kinnie Wagner sought . _” 
refuge on the family farm after 
one of his famous jail escapes. It 
is this fact that gives the Lee —< -<" 
homestead a story to tell. “5 *% 

Ellis Ray was 8 years old when 
the famous outlaw approached » — . ©: 
his father about hiding him for «+: 3.2. 
the night. Kinnie took the alias" 
“Edward Forshaw,” but Ellis 
Ray’s father knew his real identi- 
ty. He kept it from the family, 
however, until Kinnie was long 
gone. 

It was a cold night and Kinnie 
was offered shelter either inside 
the house or inside the barn. He 4 
refused both saying he didn’t like | | 
to be confined. Instead, he asked 
if he could sleep in the field of 
burning stumps that the Leefam- | 


Ag. 


ily had been tending thatday . | 


while clearing the land for crop- 

ping. ‘ 
The next morning he ate 

breakfast with the family and 

Ellis Ray’s mother packed him a 

lunch of sweet potatoes and 

bacon. Kinnie told them he was 

Florida bound, but Ellis Ray 

believes he may have said thatas_ . 

a decoy. 


That was sometime in Nov. 
1924. Possibly Nov. 11, the day 
Kinnie escaped the Lucedale jail 
riding a horse backwards out of 
town. Although Kinnie led a 
criminal life from Texas to Ten- ; 
nessee and eventually diedin ~ | 
prison, many folks believe his life | 
took a wrong turn after he was i 
framed with a stolen watch in 
Lucedale and they were glad to 
see him make the numerous get- 
aways for which he is famous. 
Such sympathy toward Kinnie _ 
explains why Ellis Ray’s father . 
welcomed him into his home. 

And now, 78 years later, the 
old Lee homestead may be barely 
standing, but the tale is standing 
tall. & 


Nancy Jo Maples is a staff 
shor nake at 
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Kay 


Jackson George Regional Library System 
3214 Pascagoula Street 

Pascagoula, MS 39567 

(601)762-3060 


11 December, 1995 


Michael 8. Ray 

7806 Hoover Road 
Indianapolis, IN 46260-3350 
(317)253-9290 Phone 
(317)451-5469 Fax 
raym@Indy.net e-mail 


Dear Sirs; 


I am just starting to trace the Ray genealogy. I would like to begin with what the state of Mississippi may have 
on my grandfather, John O. "Jack" Ray. I know very little about him unfortunately, so I don't have much to 
give you as background information. However, I would very much appreciate any help you can give me. Here 


is what do I know. 


My grandfather, John O. Ray, lived in Pontotoc County, Mississippi, when my father was born on August 4, 
1930. My father's name is Joseph Robert Ray. There were 5 other children besides him: James Eckford "Ed", 
J. Harvey, Jimmy D., Janie Ray (Edwards), and Josie (Ray) Quick. I have no information on how many of my 
father's siblings may have been born in Pontotoc County, or even if they were born in Mississippi for that 
matter. John's first wife's name was Mattie Lee (Chapman) Ray. She died while my father was a boy. His 
second wife's name was Marie (maiden name unknown). It appears that John Ray was a farmer, as I have a 
photo of him with his chickens. Of what other occupations he may have had, I do not know. John's father's 
name was J. Verrel Ray, and his mother's name was Mary Adelle (maiden name unknown). My mother's Bible 
lists J. Verrel's father's name as Peter. 


I have a copy of my father's marriage certificate which states he married my mother, Lou Doris (Ivy) in 
Pontotoc County, MS, on June 24, 1950. They subsequently moved to Indiana, and on February 13, 1952, my 
father was drafted into the Army (selective service number 3 56 wl 225). This is the extent of what I know and 
believe to be true. 


If you have any information on my family, such as my grandfather's full name, date of birth, place of birth, 


and/or know of other resources which may aid me in my search, I would be very delighted to hear from you. 
Thank you very much for you help. 


Mell av ye yh 
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i 


Suse 


Mrs. Susie Ray 


Mrs, Susie Ray died Saturday 
~ ‘Inight at her residence, 625 Te: 
>. garden Road, Handsboro. | 


The body is at Lockett Mor- 
“3 |tuary in Gulfport. Funeral ar- 
a Tangements are incomplete. 


Page 4 of 5 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Local History & Genealogy Dept. 
Ray Family 


Also See: 


1. Landrum - The Landrum Family of Fayette Co., GA 
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